
Lafite-Rothschild

France - Bordeaux Cabernet Sauvignon - Merlot

Chateau Lafite-Rothschild is one of the Bordeaux First Growths in Pauillac appella-
tion controllee, and possesses a long history of exceptional quality. In the 17th cen-
tury, the vineyards were owned by Alexandre de Segur, also proprietor of Chateau 
Latour. After the French revolution, the chateau was purchased by several Dutch 
merchants before the current owners, the Rothschild family, acquired it in 1868.

The History

Tasting Notes
The yield was abundant and of outstanding quality. Excellent climatic condi-
tions for the harvests. Very deep color. A complex bouquet with currant, black-
berry, smoke, leather, and spice aromas. You can fathom just a hint of oak. The 
bite is sincere and elegant, with many tight and mature tannins. It has a silky tex-
ture, and a very long finish. This wine may be preserved for a very long time.

Chateau Lafite-Rothschild Pauillac 

The Vineyard 
Chateau Lafite-Rothschild is one of the largest Medoc estates, producing 15,000 to 
25,000 cases per year. The grand vin is composed primarily of Cabernet Sauvignon 
(up to 95%) with the balance divided between Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit 
Verdot. 1994 and 1961 are exceptions, however, and consist of 99% and 100% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, respectively. Part of the estate’s production goes to its second 
wine called Carruades de Lafite (previously names Moulin des Carruades) which 
is produced from up to 70% Cabernet, with a larger proportion of Merlot. The best 
vintages of Lafite include 1918, 1846, 1945, 1947, 1959, 1961, 1982, 1990, 2000, 
2003, and 2005. Lafite has a balanced elegance supported by the structure of its 
tannins. It is both full-bodied and silky. Aromas include currant, leather, graphite 
and tobacco. As Lafite ages, it reveals more minerals, as well as almond, violet, and 
cedar.


